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Chatri Moonstan: Laotian Migrant Workers’ Management in Thailand in the Year
2020. Dissertation advisors: Dr. Chuwit Mitrchob, D.B.A., Professor Dr. Santhad Sermsri, Ph.D.,
Assistant Professor Dr. Sakul Changmai, Ph.D., 209 pages.

Migrant workers management is an issue of high important. In Thailand the majority
of migrant workers from Lao People Democratic Republic and from other neighboring countries
are undocumented. This Ethnographic Futures Research (EFR) is aimed at examining the current
situations of Laotian migrant workers, identifying impacts from this labour migration and also
eliciting management scenarios in the year 2020. Twenty-five key informants were purposively
selected. Research tools include EFR interview guidelines, desirability scale and a grammar chart.
The tools were verified by 5 experts on content validity. Each interview summary was approved
by the experts. Qualitative data were analyzed, interpreted using EFR content analysis technique
and presented as management scenarios-in the year 2020.

The research results indicated that most of the Laotian workers were undocumented.
Labour migration had positive impacts on Thailand, the workers, their families and their
communities. There were also some negative impacts from the migration.

Under the optimistic scenario, formal recruitment and migrant employment policy are

likely to be continued. Formal recruitment procedures would be improved through longer
duration of work permits and improved protection of labour rights and benefits according to the
Thai laws. Status of the management office for migrant workers is likely to be upgraded.
Decentralization, improved labour data base and research on migrant workers will likely to be in
place. Under the pessimistic scenario, there will be no progress in relation to formal recruitment
and migrant workers management. Most of the workers will likely be undocumented, unprotected
and have no access to public services. Law enforcement will be weak and corruption prevails.

Under the most probable scenario, Thailand would likely continue the policy on
formal recruitment and formal employment but with improved work procedures. It is likely that a
higher proportion of the Laotian migrant workers will be documented. Concerned laws and
regulations will likely to be adjusted while effective and transparent law enforcement will
continue to be issue of concern. There will be adjustment of the national committee overseeing
migrant workers. The status of the implementing agency might be upgraded. Most probably,
special economic zones will be set-up in Lao PDR. It is likely that there will be improvement in
labour database system and awareness building. Moreover, there would be improved cooperation
in research and skills development in the Sub-region.

Research findings provide clearer images on management scenarios. Research results
could be used in designing better policy guidelines, laws and regulations, and also in

organizational set-ups, facilitation of labour movement and in regulating labour migration.
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2548 705293 539,416 90,073 75,804 205,562 600,987 104,306
2549 688,576 568,878 51,336 48362 185,876 583,580 84,996
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A15190 2 anausanuaan luilszmea lne w.e. 2539 — 2550
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2541 90,911 870,556 961,467 9
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2543 99,956 563,820 663,776 15
2544 568,249 281,751 850,000 67
2545 409,339 555,910 968,249 42
2546 288,780 711,220 1,000,000 29
2547 849,552 149,848 999,400 85
2548 705,293 807,294 1,152,587 47
2549 668,576 1,104,773 1,773,349 38
2550 460,014 1,339,986 1,800,000 26
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